Comberbach Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Comberbach Parish Council for the year This noice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
ended 31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been of the AGAR must be published
K by 30 September. This must
published. include publication on the

smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Comberbach
Parish Council on application to:

(a) “’6@ 5"%’36“—’%0&!»- p‘ ¢ Hov. Ul (a) Insert the name, position and
Asiil @ Lo Q8 Aty P¢ . &/, N address of the person to whom

local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

=

(b) TS &pry M‘WN) A S ""V.'P"“ , ey mﬁﬂ-' (b) Insertthe hours during which
AnO o™ pOo s WOy By alh dtadur ooy inspecton ighs y be

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ \.aa_(c) for each | (5 Insert a reasonable sum for

copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. copying costs
Announcement made by: (d) §. Renaio ) 1 fo. (d) Insertthe name and position of
person placing the notice
Date of announcement: (e) ‘ T MV\’ ‘\’\:5 (e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

V www.pkf-l.com




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

COMBERBACH PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1. Wi have put in place arrangsements for affective financial
mianagament during the year, and for the preparalion of
the sieenunting stalorments,

Agreea

No* ‘Yes' means that this authority:

A prepared its accounting statements n accordante
with ihe Accourits and Audit Regulations.

1

W maintained an adequate systom of internal contro!l
including measuras designed to prevent and detect fraud
s coresption and reviewed s effectivenass.

madle proper srrangements and accepted responsibility
for safoguarding the public monay and fesources in
its charge.

We took all reaszonable steps to assure ourselves
that there ara no mallars of actusl or patantial
non-complinnes with laws, ragulations and Proper
Praclices that could have g significant finsncial effect
on the abiity of this authority 1o conduct its

busiress or manage s finances,

w

has only done whal it has (he fegal power to do and has
cowplisa wilfy Feopor Practices in doing so.

4, We provided groper opporunity during the year for
the exarciae of electars’ rights in accordance with the
reqguirements of tho Accounts and Audil Regulations,

1 duting the year gove all persons interested the opportunity to
spect and ask guestions abool s alhorily’s aceounts,

5. Wa carried out an assessmaenl of the visks facing this
auathority and tonk appropriate steps to manage hose
risks, including the introduction of internal controls andforn
wxternal insurarnce cover whera requited,

considerad and documented the financial and offier risks it
faces and dvall with thern properly.

=

L We rmaintained throughout the yam an adequate and
affective syslem of infernal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
conirols and procedures, o give an objective view on whether
i internal controls meel the needs of this soraller authorily.

-~

LW Look appropriate action on allimallers raised
in roports from internat and external audi,

respondad to matters brought to fts affention by intemal and
csternal suit.

=

W considerad whether any litigation, liabilitiss or
commitments, events or transactions, ooouning oither
during or after the yearond, have s financial impact oo
this authority and, whers approprate, have included them
in the accounting stalemearts.

9, (Far local counails only) Trust fusds including
shiaritahle, In ouwr capacity as the sole managing
tustee we discharged our accountabifity
responsibiliies for the fund{s)fassets, including
financial reporting and, it required, indepeandent
axamination or audi,

i diselosed everytiing it shouid have sboul fs business activity
dtning the yoar including evenls taling place affer the yoar
| and i redavant.

hos met alf of its responsibiiios where, as e body
corporate, it isa sole managing frusies of o focal
trust or frusts.

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on & separate sheet for vach ‘Ne’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statemant.

This Annual Governance Statament was approved at &
meeting of the authority on:

(6] o) 1ovy
and recorded as minuie reference:

Wit (g )

www.comberbach-pc.gov.uk

Signed by the Chairman-and Clerk of the meaeting where

approval was glvan:
Clairenan L \-—..
X ) Ot
Clark L O el Gl P
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

COMBERBACH PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending

Notes and guidance

31 Mareh Please round all figures lo nearest £1. Do not leave any
2023 hoxes blank and report £0 or Mif balances. All figures must
£ agree to underlying financiaf records.

1. Balances hrought Total balances and reserves at the beginring of the year
forward 42,676 36,167 as recorded in the financial records, Value must agree (o

Hox 7 of previous year.

2. (+} Precept or Rates and Tatal armount of precept (or for D83 rates and levigs)
Levies 22,655 23,7368 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

fecehvad,

3. (+) Total other receipts Tatal income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook loss

7,529 2,4E2| the procept or ratestevies received (line 2). Inclide any
grants received.,

4. (-} Staff costs Total expendiure or payments made 1o and on behalf

of alf erployeas, Include gross salaries and wages,
5,093 6,380 amployers Nl contiibutions. employers pension
cantribufions, gratuities and severance payments.

5, (-} Loan interest/capital Total expanditure or payments of capital and interest
repayrments 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. () All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

31,601 25,621 hook less stalf costs (line 4) and loan interastcapital
repayments (fine 5).

7. (=) Balances caried | Hotal hatanees and reserves at the end of the year. Must
farward 36,167 30,353 quas (1+2+3) ~ (4+516).

8. Total value of cash and The sunt of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash

shorl term investments 36,167 30,383| holdings and short term investments beld as at 37 March —
To agree with baank reconciliation,

9. Tolai fixed assets plug The value of all the property the authorlty owns — it is made
long term invastments 84,448 Q4 977 | up of all its lixed assets and long ferm investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 371 March of all loans

0 O trom thira patties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{ineluding charitabla)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
fa resporisitie for managing Trust funds or assets,

| The figures in the accounting statements abows do not
| include any Trust fransactions.

I serlify that for the year ended 21 March 20238 the Accounting
Statemenls in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Relurn have heen preparaed on either a receipls and paymenis
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Sraller Authorities - a
Practiioners’ Guide to Proper Practicos and prasaent fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before huing
prasented to the anthority for approval

M2

28/04/2023

Date

L confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

lef of ] L3

as recorded in minute reference:

231z CIY

Signed by Chairman(ot the meeting where the Accounting
Siatemenis wers approv

Annugl Governance and Accountability Return 2022723 Form 3
saller Adthories®
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of COMBERBACH PARIS COUNCIL — CH0055

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR iis in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory reqtirements have not been met.

e  Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed. The risk assessment was not reviewed, updated and approved during the
2022/23 financial year and therefore the response to Section 1, Assertion 5 should have been ‘No’. This is consistent with the Internal
Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objective C.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

e  We note that Section 1, Box 9 and Section 2, Boxes 11 (a) and (b} in respect of trust funds has been left blank, the smaller authority
has confirmed that it does not act as sole managing trustee for trust funds, and thus the responses should have been ‘N/A’, ‘No’ and
‘N/A’ respectively. The smaller authority should ensure the AGAR is fully completed in future.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /"?é”’( Aot é,; “L ™ Date 31/08/2023
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